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« Erratum » 

Damon Galgut’s White Characters: A Reading of The Impostor (2008) and The 

Promise (2021) 
 

Location of the error  Error  Correction  

p. 4, 2nd paragraph, 3rd line  he publishes his debut novel  he published his debut novel  
p. 4, 2nd paragraph, 6th line it is shortlisted […] and wins it was shortlisted […] and 

won 
p. 4, 2nd paragraph, 9th line  for Booker Prize for Fiction  for the Booker Prize for 

Fiction  
p. 4, 3rd paragraph, 2nd line the author represent this 

South Africa  
the author represents this 
South Africa  

p. 5, 1st paragraph, 1st line  are perceived by Damon 
Galgut in both books 

, perceived by Damon Galgut 
in both books, 

p. 5, 2nd paragraph, 14th line the irony behind the Swarts 
name  

 

the irony behind the Swarts’ 
name  

 
p. 6, 3rd paragraph, 2nd line  Adam’s driver’s license out-

of-date  
Adam’s driver’s license is 
out-of-date  

p. 6, 4th paragraph, 7th and 8th 
lines 

particularly the replacement 
of an Afrikaner “hero” with a 
more challenging-to-
pronounce African name.  

 

of the name of the town: it 
went from an Afrikaaner 
“hero” ’s name to a more 
challenging-to-pronounce 
African name. 

p. 8, 5th paragraph, 4th line of enjoying privilege due to  of enjoying privileges caused 
by 

p. 9, 2nd paragraph, 1st line  Adam has lived  Adam lived  
p. 9, 2nd paragraph, 1st and 2nd 
lines 

he found an employment  he found employment  

p. 10, 3rd paragraph, 5th line This will simply make the 
three children  

This will simply makes the 
three children  

p. 11, 2nd paragraph, 2nd and 3rd 
lines 

her brother fulfill their 
father’s promise.  

her brother fulfills their 
father’s promise.  

p. 12, 1st paragraph, 8th line in Adam’s itinerary, as the 
titles of the sections  

in Adam’s itinerary as the titles 
of the sections  

 



p. 12, 1st paragraph, 9th line which does not really come 
reach it.  

which he does not really come 
to reach. 

p. 12, 2nd paragraph, 9th line the job offer which Gavin  the job offer that Gavin  
p. 14, 3rd paragraph, 4th and 5th 
lines  

Adam’s simultaneous 
excitement and unease comes 
out  

Adam’s simultaneous 
excitement and unease come 
out  

p. 14, 4th paragraph, 2nd line Canning to have  Canning as having  
p. 16, 2nd paragraph, 3rd line  this passage of Galgut’s novel this passage from Galgut’s 

novel 
p. 17, 2nd paragraph, 3rd line  Indeed, when Adam first  When Adam first  
p. 18, 1st paragraph, 3rd and 4th 
lines 

“profound embarrassment” 
and of the “aberration”  

“profound embarrassment” 
and of “aberration”  

p. 18, 3rd paragraph, 12th line he forgot ever realization  he forgot every realization  
p. 19, 1st paragraph, 7th line  events that he wished to 

incorporate. 
events that he wished to 
include. 

p. 19, 2nd paragraph, 1st line  with great details  with great detail 
p. 19, 2nd paragraph, 3rd and 4th 
lines 

to fulfil the promise  to fulfill the promise  

p. 22, 1st paragraph, 4th line  losing unity  loss of unity 
p. 22, 3rd paragraph, 1st line  was filled by multiple 

scandals  
was filled with multiple 
scandals  

p. 23, 1st paragraph, 3rd line Anton and his blackmailing.  Anton and his blackmail. 
p. 25, 4th paragraph, 3rd line Without questioning its 

contents  
Without questioning its 
content.  

p. 26, 2nd paragraph, 10th line  associated to the 
implementation  

associated with the 
implementation  

p. 28, 2nd paragraph, 11th line  their previous life, driven by 
apprehension  

their previous lives, driven by 
the apprehension  

p. 29, 1st paragraph, 1st line  no denying of the importance  no denying the importance  
p. 29, 1st paragraph, 7th and 8th 
lines  

the changes of the political 
environment.  

the changes in the political 
environment.  

p. 29, 1st paragraph, 10th line the move from the 
segregation to democracy.  

the move from segregation to 
democracy.  

p. 29, 2nd paragraph, 6th line against the Apartheid  against Apartheid  
p. 29, 2nd paragraph, 8th line  these uprising  these uprisings 
p. 29, 2nd paragraph, 15th and 
16th lines 

which provided them with 
arms for them to protect 
themselves.  

which provided them with 
arms to protect themselves.  

p. 31, 2nd paragraph, 3rd line immediately remarks changes  immediately remarks on 
changes  

p. 32, 2nd paragraph, 11th line  Astrid’s commentary of  Astrid’s commentary on 
p. 32, 2rd paragraph, 14th line  gain awareness into  gain awareness of 
p. 33, 2nd paragraph, 11th line  the diverse communities  diverse communities  
p. 33, 3rd paragraph, 2nd line small changes in the country 

that occurred. 
small changes occurred in the 
country.  

p. 33, 3rd paragraph, 5th line  to fulfil the promise  to fulfill the promise  
p. 34, 2nd paragraph, 5th line keeps on doing worst  keeps on doing worse 
p. 35, 1st paragraph, 2nd line  narrator that  narrator who 
p. 35, 1st paragraph, 3rd line both narratives encompasses  both narratives encompass 
p. 35, 1st paragraph, 9th line their entire live. their entire lives. 



p. 35, 2nd paragraph, 4th and 5th 
lines 

the South African society  South African society  

p. 37, 1st paragraph, 6th line  that presents the statistic  that presented the statistics 
p. 37, 2nd paragraph, 3rd line an affair. Adam  an affair, Adam  
p. 37, 2nd paragraph, 5th line  arrives to Adam’s house  arrives at Adam’s house  
p. 39, 1st paragraph, 3rd line  which were committed  that were committed  
p. 40, 3rd paragraph, 6th line the repercussion  the repercussions 
p. 40, 3rd paragraph, 12th line privilege from Adam’s part  privilege on Adam’s part  
p. 41, 2nd paragraph, 13th line  his realization about  his realization on 
p. 41, 2nd paragraph, 19th line  an impact on himself  an impact on him 
p. 43, 1st paragraph, 1st line  dissociates itself  dissociates himself 
p. 43, 2nd paragraph, 10th line  their indifference for  their indifference to 
p. 46, 2nd paragraph, 4th and 5th 
lines 

the third section of the novel  In the third section of the 
novel  

p. 46, 2nd paragraph, 7th line the first-person Anton 
chooses  

the first person Anton chooses  

p. 48, 1st paragraph, 2nd line  in the beginning  at the beginning  
p. 48, 2nd paragraph, 11th line to benefit of  to benefit from 
p. 49, 2nd line The irony behind the 

character’s names 
The irony behind the 
characters’ names 

p. 50, 1st paragraph, 2nd line explains baptism as An article explains baptism as 
p. 51, 1st paragraph, 18th line he ultimately realizes  he ultimately realizes that 
p. 52, 2nd paragraph, 7th line an impossibility to go back the impossibility of going back 
p. 52, 2nd paragraph, 8th line impossibility to forget the 

past. 
impossibility of forgetting the 
past. 

p. 53, 4th paragraph, 2nd and 3rd 
lines 

the Swart clan that is trying to 
make  

the Swart clan who is trying 
to do  

p. 55, 2nd paragraph, 1st and 2nd 
lines 

changes that have occurred  changes have occurred  

 
p. 58, 2nd paragraph, 4th line  in the post-Apartheid South 

Africa  
in post-Apartheid South 
Africa  

p. 58, 2nd paragraph, 11th and 
12th lines 

a world he would not have 
accessed it  

a world he would not have 
accessed  

p. 61, 2nd paragraph, 13th line  we are confronted to  we are confronted with 
p. 62, 1st paragraph, 4th line The Swarts story reflects The Swarts’ story reflects 
p. 62, 3rd paragraph, 2nd line on her death bed  on her deathbed  
p. 66, 2nd paragraph, 5th line Amor remains focused in  Amor remains focused on 
p. 67, 3rd paragraph, 1st line Through this analysis of the 

promise  
Through this analysis of The 
Promise  

p. 68, 3rd paragraph, 4th line  we are confronted to we are confronted with  
p. 69, 2nd paragraph, 5th line to actively perpetuates  to actively perpetuate 
p. 69, 4th paragraph, 6th line  the wider issues the country  the wider issues of the 

country  
p. 70, 2nd paragraph, 9th line itself need to fall  itself needs to fall  

 


